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QK January 8,1902 

yellow fever in the island of Saint Lucia : " Yellow fever has made its 
appearance in the island of Saint Lucia. On this account there has 
been declared rigid quarantine in Antigua, Dominica, Trinidad, 
Demerara, and Saint KLitts." The report has not been confirmed. 
Respectfully, • W. W. King, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report of inspection of the port of Humacao. 

San Juan, P. E., December 12, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that I visited the port of Humacao, 
P. R., and made inspection of the same upon November 30 last, under 
authority of paragraph 7, Department circular No. 146, 1900. 

The port of Humacao is situated upon the eastern end of the island ; 
it is an open roadstead, very rough in stormy weather, and is distant 
from the city of Humacao about 6 miles. 

The older cities of the island were built inshore at a distance from the 
playa or port, on account of the dangers of attacks by pirates ; with the 
exception of San Juan, which was fortified. 

The road between the playa and Humacao is in bad condition, and 
crosses the Humacao River twice by means of fords. The playa con- 
sists of the custom-house, a few commercial houses, and many shacks, 
occupied by boatmen and fishermen. The city of Humacao contains 
4,428 inhabitants, according to the census of 1899. 

The quarantine equipment of the port of Humacao consists of an 
acting assistant surgeon, U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. He lives in 
Humacao, and is summoned by telephone whenever a vessel is sighted 
entering the port. Boarding is done in a small boat hired for that pur- 
pose by the collector of customs, and I am informed that there is at 
the playa no good boat which may be secured for that purpose. 

During the first five months of the present fiscal year, 17 vessels were 
inspected at the port of Humacao. Vessels arriving at this port come, 
as a rule, from noninfected territory — i. e., Europe and the Lesser 
Antilles. In case of quarantinable disease being found on board a ves- 
sel, the vessel would be remanded to San Juan or Ponce for treatment. 

Inasmuch as no seaworthy boat is available at the playa of Humacao, 
I have the honor to recommend that I be given authority to ship to 
Humacao one of the small boats at present on the San Juan Quarantine 
Station, with 2 pairs of oars, mast and sail, and a quarantine flag, for 
use as a boarding ooat at that station, (a) 

In addition to the launch Long and the boat belonging to the equip- 
ment of the barge Defender, there are 3 boats on the quarantine station 
at San Juan which once belonged to the Spanish Quarantine Establish- 
ment at the port of San Juan, and one of these can be spared for use at 
Humacao, as above recommended. In case these articles are transferred 
to Humacao it is requested that permission be granted to carry them on 
the property return at San Juan, marked "in use at Humacao" (a). 
Respectfully, H. S. Mathewson, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8., 

Chief Quarantine Officer for Porto Rico. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

a Request granted. 



